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Frenchmen missed another of their company, who, upon
inquiry, was known to be intoxicated with wine, and sup-
posed to have lost himself in the woods, by neglecting to
observe the guides.

But common prudence not allowing them to hazard the
whole company by too much solicitude for a single life,
they travelled on towards Rio Francisco, at which they
arrived, April the 3rd; but, looking out for their pinnaces,
were surprised with the sight of seven Spanish shallops,
and immediately concluded, that some intelligence of their
motions had been carried to Nombre de Bios, and that
these vessels had been fitted out to pursue them, which
might, undoubtedly, have overpowered the pinnaces and
their feeble crew. Nor did their suspicion stop here; but
immediately it occurred to them, that their men had been
compelled, by torture, to discover where their frigate and
ship were stationed, which, being weakly manned, and
without the presence of the chief commander, would fall
into their hands, almost without resistance, and all possi-
bility of escaping be entirely cut off.

These reflections sunk the whole company into despair;
and every one, instead of endeavouring to break through
the difficulties that surrounded him, resigned up himself to
his ill fortune; when Drake, whose intrepidity was never
to be shaken, and whose reason was never to be surprised
or embarrassed, represented to them that, though the
Spaniards should have made themselves masters of their
pinnaces, they might yet be hindered from discovering the
ships. He put them in mind, that the pinnaces could not
be taken, the men examined, their examinations compared,
the resolutions* formed, their' vessels sent out, and the
ships taken in an instant. Some time must, necessarily,
be spent, before the last blow could be struck; and, if that
time were not negligently lost, it might be possible for
some of them to reach the ships before the enemy, and
direct them to change their station.

They were animated with this discourse, by which they
discovered that their leader was not without hope; but